
 
Habakkuk  

Excerpt from, C. Scott Fowler, Life in the Middle, Chapter 7. 

What is most important in the story of Habakkuk, particularly as it pertains to God’s process, is his adjustment to God’s vision. 
He has a burden for what needs to happen in Judah. The wicked of Judah are perpetrating violence and injustice upon the righteous. 
Habakkuk earnestly prays for God to come and make things right. Divine dissatisfaction sets in when God does not answer quickly 
enough for Habakkuk’s taste. He presses in with his complaint to God—How long, O Lord?—until finally, the answer comes. When 
the answer does come, Habakkuk is in disbelief. He becomes disillusioned. God is going to raise up an unrighteous nation (Babylon) 
and use them to correct Judah! Again he complains to God:  

Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you 
silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves (Habakkuk 1:13)?  

God Answers  

After making this second complaint to God, Habakkuk purposes in his heart to wait for an answer from the Lord,  

I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall 
answer when I am reproved (Habakkuk 2:1, KJV).  

What comes next is profound in its simplicity. Habakkuk writes, “And the LORD answered me . . . (v. 2, ESV)” When the Lord 
answers us it may or may not be what we were expecting or what we had hoped for. But any word from the Lord is nourishing, 
sustaining, and inspiring. All of Habakkuk’s complaints (though not his concerns) melted away when God revealed the vision to 
him:  

Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a herald may run with it. For the revelation awaits an 
appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not 
delay. See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright— but the righteous will live by his faith… (Habakkuk 2:2-4).  

God called Habakkuk into participation with Him by instructing him to do three things. He told him to write down the revelation or 
vision so that a herald may run with it. He told him to wait for the vision, even if it lingered, because it was certain. In fact, it would 
at times seem like it was not going to happen at all but, when the time was right, God promised it would. Finally, he told Habakkuk 
to live by his faith. This latter is the battle cry for all those who live purposefully in the middle.  

The Vision  

We don’t get all the details about the vision. We can tell that it is not local. That is, it is not simply a vision meant to satisfy Habak-
kuk’s complaints. It is a vision that encompasses the entire earth; all of humanity. It’s not just about Judah, but it is about what God 
is doing and going to do among the nations. The time is coming when “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory  of the 
LORD, as the waters cover the sea.” The vision “speaks of the end (Habakkuk 2:3).”  

Witness that we are still waiting on this vision to fully come to pass! We are blessed to live on this side of the Incarnation, the cruci-
fixion, and the Resurrection, so we have seen a good deal more than what Habakkuk was allowed to see. But we await the vision to 
fully come to pass. But it is coming. There will come a day when the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as 
the waters cover the sea!  

God on His Throne  

As I was growing up in the church, a common word of encouragement reminded us that, “God is still on His throne!” This is exactly 
what God was saying to Habakkuk when he asked rhetorically,  

Of what value is an idol, since a man has carved it? Or an image that teaches lies? For he who makes it trusts in his own 
creation; he makes idols that cannot speak. Woe to him who says to wood, “Come to life!” Or to lifeless stone, “Wake up!” 
Can it give guidance? It is covered with gold and silver; there is no breath in it. But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all 
the earth be silent before him (Habakkuk 2:18-20).  

In essence, God has answered Habakkuk and said, “I have heard your complaints. You may not understand my ways but I promise 
you the day is coming when the whole earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of God. It will happen! At times it may 
seem like the vision has stalled or that it is taking too long. But wait for it: it will come to pass. Meanwhile, live by faith and 
remember that the Lord is in His holy temple (Habakkuk 2:20)!  

In the Midst of the Years  

Habakkuk heard God’s word and he applied it to his heart. In chapter three of the book of Habakkuk, he pens what is perhaps the 
best description of the tension that exists between promise and fulfillment for those living faithfully in the middle when he writes,  

LORD, I have heard the report about you and I fear. O LORD, revive your work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the 
years make it known; in wrath remember mercy (Habakkuk 3:2, NASV).  



Stretched by the tension between what theologians have called the already and the not yet, Habakkuk invites God to show His 
power, to do His work, and to remember mercy. Habakkuk understood what it meant to live life in the middle.  

Divine Enablement  

There is one more priceless lesson we learn from Habakkuk’s experience. In chapter three of Habakkuk, we get a glimpse of his di-
vine imagination. He is thinking through what it will be like when God finally consummates the vision and brings judgment to the 
unrighteous and makes all things right (verses 3-15). But then, he comes back to himself and his times and makes a profound 
statement of faith which takes into account the suffering of the present moment (or at least that which he anticipates is about to 
descend upon Judah) and God’s admonition to live by faith. It is a glimpse of what he felt like when he got the word from God about 
Babylon, but it is also a picture of how God’s vision sustains even in the worst of times.  

I heard and my inward parts trembled, at the sound my lips quivered. Decay enters my bones, and in my place I tremble. 
Because I must wait quietly for the day of distress, for the people to arise who will invade us. Though the fig tree should 
not blossom and there be no fruit on the vines, though the yield of the olive should fail and the fields produce no food, 
though the flock should be cut off from the fold and there be no cattle in the stalls, yet I will exult in the LORD, I will rejoice 
in the God of my salvation. The Lord GOD is my strength, and He has made my feet like hinds’ feet, and makes me walk on 
my high places (Habakkuk 3:16-19).  

In the midst of the years, as he waits quietly for Babylon to come and destroy Judah, Habakkuk discovers that God is there, in the 
middle, enabling him to rejoice; enabling him to walk on high places! Life lived faithfully in the middle between the promise and its 
fulfillment is not a life lived alone but rather one lived in the presence of God and in participation with Him! It is a life of purpose 
based on God’s vision of the present and the future. 

 


