
Rebellion 

 

Daniel 7 paints a picture of a global government which will have ten kings.  

 

23 “He gave me this explanation: ‘The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that will appear on earth. It will be 
different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, trampling it down and crushing 
it. 24 The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this kingdom. After them another king will arise, 
different from the earlier ones; he will subdue three kings. 

 

Daniel 7:25 says,  

He will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to change the set times and the laws. 
The saints will be handed over to him for a time, times and half a time. 

 

 

This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world 
(1 John 4:3) 

 

1Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, 2 

not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from 
us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come. 3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that 
day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to 
destruction. 4 He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so 
that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.  
 

5 Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things? 6 And now you know what 
is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. 7 For the secret power of lawlessness is 
already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. 8 

And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his 
mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance 
with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, 10 and in every 
sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and 
so be saved. 11 For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie 12 and so 
that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness (2 Thes. 2:1–
12). 
 



How is it possible that those living on the earth just prior to the day of the 
Lord will be comfortable and declaring “peace and safety”? 

 

5 Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you know very well that the 

day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” 
destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape 
(1 Thes. 5:1-3). 

 

36 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the 
flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the 
ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That 
is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the 
other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.  

42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But understand 
this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept 
watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of 
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him (Matthew 24:36-44). 
 

If we take Jesus and Paul together, we see a picture of a world on the eve of destruction yet not aware of 
it. They will be marrying and giving in marriage, they will eating and drinking and unaware of what is 
about to happen. The zeitgeist or spirit of the times will be “peace and safety.” 

Now, both Jesus and Paul address their audiences in a way that let’s them know that they are being 
warned. Jesus said to watch for no one knows the day or the hour. Paul said to the Thesalonians “the day 
won’t surprise you because you are of the light.” 

I believe more than ever that the Church will be on the earth until the eve of the day of the Lord. 

How is it possible that the non-religious, non-Christian person on the earth at that time will feel that the 
times are peaceful and safe and yet surely anyone with a Biblical worldview on the earth at that time will 
be public enemy number one? 

We are seeing it now. 

People are rejected, fired, hated, beaten, persecuted for their beliefs, opinions, color of their skin, 
political affiliation. 

We are seeing people being forced or feeling pressured to say certain things in order to survive. In fact, 
we are experiencing social, religious, racial, sexual, and political extortion. 


