
We are living in precarious times. I don’t think anyone has a truly accurate 
picture of the dangers and pitfalls for those who would be and remain followers 
of Jesus.  
 
Things are being redefined 
 
25 He [the antichrist] will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and 
try to change the set times and the laws. The saints will be handed over to him 
for a time, times and half a time (Daniel 7:25). 
 

• In just the last ten years our nation has put its seal of approval on homosexuality, same 
sex marriage, all manner of genderism.  

 
• While we are currently seeing several states pass heartbeat laws against abortion, we 

have also witnessed unrestrained celebration of abortion. Video of girl crying because 
she lived in the south where abortion is being outlawed. Young women weeping for the 
right to kill their babies. How eloquently we have asked God to leave us alone, Please 
and Thank you. 

 
• In the nothing new under the sun department, I have discovered that there is a 

growing movement among millennials to “deconstruct” their Christian faith. This isn’t 
as new as they think it is. Descartes, the 17th century philosopher, decided to doubt 
everything in order to discover for himself what is true. The first thing he could 
determine was that he was doing the doubting therefore he must exist: “Cogito, ergo 
sum—I think, therefore I am.” They are the generation that Nietzsche’s “Madman” was 
talking about when he declared “God is dead” to a generation that was not ready for it. 
 

o The Madman. — Have you ever heard of the madman who on a bright 
morning lighted a lantern and ran to the market - place calling out unceasingly: 
"I seek God! I seek God!" — As there were many people standing about who did 
not believe in God, he caused a great deal of amusement. Why! Is he lost? said 
one. Has he strayed away like a child? said another. Or does he keep himself 
hidden ? Is he afraid of us? Has he taken a sea-voyage? Has he emigrated?—the 
people cried out laughingly, all in a hubbub. The insane man jumped into their 
midst and transfixed them with his glances. "Where is God gone?" he called out. 
"I mean to tell you! We have killed him, — you and I! We are all his murderers! 
But how have we done it? How were we able to drink up the sea? Who gave us 
the sponge to wipe away the whole horizon? What did we do when we loosened 
this earth from its sun? Whither does it now move? Whither do we move? 
Away from all suns? Do we not dash on unceasingly? Backwards, sideways, 
forewards, in all directions? Is there still an above and below? Do we not stray, 
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as through infinite nothingness? Does not empty space breathe upon us? Has it 
not become colder? Does not night come on continually, darker and darker? 
Shall we not have to light lanterns in the morning? Do we not hear the noise of 
the grave-diggers who are burying God? Do we not smell the divine 
putrefaction? — for even Gods putrefy! God is dead! God remains dead! And 
we have killed him! How shall we console ourselves, the most murderous of all 
murderers? The holiest and the mightiest that the world has hitherto possessed, 
has bled to death under our knives ,— who will wipe the blood from us? With 
what water could we clean ourselves? What festivals, what sacred games shall 
we have to devise? Is not the magnitude of this deed too great for us? Shall we 
not ourselves have to become Gods, merely to seem worthy of it? There never 
was a greater event,— and on account of it, all who are born after us belong to a 
higher history than any history before this!" — Here the madman was silent and 
looked again at his listeners ; they also were silent and looked at him in 
surprise. At last he threw his lantern on the ground, so that it broke in pieces 
and was extinguished. "I come too early," he then said, "I am not yet at the right 
time. This prodigious event is still on its way, and is travelling, — it has not 
yet reached men's ears. Lightning and thunder need time, the light of the stars 
needs time, deeds need time, even after they are done, to be seen and heard. 
This deed is as yet further from them than the furthest star, — and yet they 
have done it!" - It is further stated that the madman made his way into different 
churches on the same day, and there intoned his Requiem Aeternam.  When led 
out and called to account, he always gave the reply: " What are these churches 
now, if they are not the tombs and monuments of God? "-1 

 
• I cannot remember a time when people were more willing to be placated by falsehood! 

Compromising the truth has never been easier! 
 
You better have an experience with God and you better hold onto it! 
 
1 John 1-4 
 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we 
proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and 
testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and 
has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you 
also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with 
his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy complete. 
                                                   
1 Friedrich Nietzsche, The Gay Science, Translated by Thomas Common, Book 3, 125. 
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ὃ ἀκηκόαμεν,  
 

Perf Active Indicative Present state resultant upon past action 
which we have heard i.e., we heard Him and what we heard had such an effect that we 
are still living in the reality of it. 

ὃ ἑωράκαμεν τοῖς ὀφθαλμοῖς ἡμῶν,  
 

which we have seen with our eyes i.e., we saw Him with our own eyes and what we saw 
had such an effect that we are still living in the reality of what we heard. 

 
I am convinced that the gross errors of the enlightment period were able to come about 
because men forgot that they could have a relationship with God. Somewhere along the way 
they lost His Presence! 

 
Matthew 25:1-13 
 
“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 
lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five 
were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 
4 The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom 
was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.  

6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him!’  

7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones 
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’  

9 “ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, 
go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’  

10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. 
The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the 
door was shut.  

11 “Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for us!’  
12 “But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’  
13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 
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Matthew 24:10-13 
 
10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each 
other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 

Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he 
who stands firm to the end will be saved. 
 
Matthew 26:40-41 
 
40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Could you men 
not keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so 
that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.”  


